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UNPRECEDENTED
COURAGE & CREATIVITY AT A CRITICAL TIME

SLF acknowledges the traditional 
custodians of the lands and waters 
the Festival takes place on and 
around, the Wurundjeri and Boon 
Wurrung lands, two language groups 
that form part of the Eastern Kulin 
Nation of south central Victoria. 

For over two decades, the National Sustainable Living Festival has presented 
a community events and education platform with the mission of encouraging 
widespread cooperation in the pursuit of social and ecological sustainability. 
From its early beginnings in regional Victoria, the Festival has grown 
into Australia’s largest and most comprehensive platform for showcasing 
community, commercial, and technological responses to the environmental 
challenges of our time. 

Now the country’s longest running 
celebration of sustainability, the Festival 
has helped to push sustainable living into 
the mainstream and continues to present 
unique and creative opportunities for diverse 
audiences to connect with a positive and 
empowering social movement.

Throughout its history, the Festival has been 
a strong advocate for climate policy and for 
urgent climate action that can match the 
scale and speed of the escalating climate 
emergency. This year, as Australia witnessed 
unprecedented climate events, a groundswell 
of climate change awareness and support for 

urgent action grew louder across the country 
and around the world. In response to the 
critical climate challenges we now face, the 
Festival aimed to make maximum impact at 
this pivotal time by expanding the reach of 
its Highlight Events across the city to engage 
with new audiences from across the political 
spectrum and sharpening its focus on climate 
with the successful introduction of its Feature 
Climate Program.

A FESTIVAL RESPONDING TO  
THE URGENCY OF OUR TIMES
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The unprecedented events of the new 
year clearly show us we are now living 
in the climate emergency. 

We came together at a critical time in the 
wake of the recent climate devastation that 
struck the country. At least 33 people died in 
bushfires in Australia in the summer season. 
Affecting more than 10 million hectares 
across the country, a staggering 1 billion 
animals are estimated to have perished in 
the fires. The evidence is clear. The world is 
standing at the edge of major ecological and 
humanitarian tipping points, it seems time 
has run out for half measures. Climate change 
is already dangerous and we must now act at 
emergency speed.

Even at well under 1.5 degrees, we are facing 
dangerous climate impacts that are affecting 
our environment and communities all across 
the country. Public sentiment continues to 
shift, with more Australians seeking political 
unity and leadership on the need for a truly 
responsible level of action that aims to 
protect the things we care deeply about. 

Last year SLF made the bold call to suspend 
our regular Festival Big Weekend event. This 
allowed us to make the necessary space in 
this year’s Festival program for a new format 
to address what we see as the most critical 
question: how to shape Australia’s climate 
emergency transition?

The Festival again went above and beyond 
and drew together a diverse array of Festival 
delegates and presenters from government, 
industry, academia and civil society. 
Representatives were drawn from emergency 
services, the health sector, regional, local 
and city councils, engineering, planning and 
research sectors and many more.

With growing support across the country, led 
by communities, governments and industry 
supporters who have declared a climate 
emergency, the momentum is building for a 
new wave of action to meet the challenge.

We thank all our valued Festival Partners,  
the volunteers and supporters for their 
wonderful contributions to bring you the 
Festival 2020 program.

Luke Taylor

Festival Director

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
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CITY OF  
SUSTAINABILITY
GLOBAL ISSUES. LOCAL SOLUTIONS.
Following the City of Melbourne’s recent declaration of a climate emergency, 
the Festival has prioritised its work in supporting the City in the key role it 
will continue to play in leading Victoria’s response to the crisis. Bringing the 
city together around themes of sustainability and presenting a wide range 
of opportunities for community involvement in climate action has helped to 
highlight Melbourne’s commitment to climate safety and sustainable living.

Each year, the Festival’s open-access program 
format gives hundreds of businesses, 
innovators and changemakers the opportunity 
to amplify their messages and connect with 
new audiences through staging engaging 
and inspiring events in high-profile venues 
and precincts in Melbourne that they may 
otherwise not have access to. Cultivating 
this buzzing environment of ideas and action 
in our city serves to demonstrate the local 
solutions our community has at its fingertips, 
which have the potential to address global 
issues like climate change.

This year, in an effort to engage new 
audiences with the Festival Program - 
particularly those who are not as active in 
the sustainability space - SLF expanded the 
reach of its Highlight Events by activating key 

Melbourne venues with new programming 
collaborations. The climate talks held 
throughout the month at MPavilion led 
to critical and compelling conversations 
about the future of climate action, the new 
Sustainability Pop-Up Series at Queen 
Victoria Market presented a wide range of 
interactive events to attract new audiences 
to sustainable ideas, and the Festival 
Headline Event at Melbourne Town Hall 
was a resounding success in raising climate 
awareness in the “mainstream.” Other 
favourites from Festival-goers included the 
completely booked out Microbat Bioblitzes, 
presented by the City of Melbourne, First 
Nations Climate Justice Walks through the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, and the rise of events 
supporting the efforts of the young people 
leading the school strike movement.

Caption

FESTIVAL
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FESTIVAL 
SNAPSHOT

100,000+ 8000+ 
TOTAL FESTIVAL ATTENDANCE

VISITATION

FESTIVAL SUMMIT ATTENDANCE 
LIVE & ONLINE VIEWING

330+ 285 161
TOTAL EVENTS

CLIMATE POLICY  
& ACTION

• Politics & Economy

• Climate Justice & Equity

• Activism & Leadership

CLIMATE  
SOLUTIONS

• Renewable Energy

• Drawdown Activities

• Resilience & Mitigation

SUSTAINABLE  
LIVING

• Zero-Waste 

• Food & Farming

• Sustainable Communities

EVENT PROGRAM PARTNERS VENUES

ACTIVATION

TOP THEMES
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This year’s Festival ushered in SLF’s 
new Feature Climate Program - a 
curated programming stream within 
the wider Festival platform with a 
sharpened focus on climate change 
issues, activism, and solutions. The 
Climate Program allowed audiences 
to uncover the scope of climate 
action that is being taken across 
Melbourne and discover their 
own personal connection to the 
movement. By presenting inclusive 
events with diverse perspectives 
and opportunities for involvement, 
the Climate Program helped to 
cross audience divides and bring the 
community together behind a shared 
goal of a safe climate future.

The demand from local organisations to 
be part of an event with a strong focus on 
climate change was apparent, as the Climate 
Program represented more than one third 
of all Festival Event applications. The timely 
introduction of this programming stream also 
generated high levels of mainstream media 
coverage - critical in raising awareness about 
climate change issues - and demonstrated 
Melbourne’s commitment to climate action 
and to operating as a City of Sustainability.

CLIMATE  
PROGRAM
EXPLORING FULL-SCALE  
RESPONSES & LOCAL SOLUTIONS

FESTIVAL

Student climate leader Jean Hinchliffe 
reflects on escalating crisis
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Featuring a wide range of climate-focused events; including SLF-hosted Highlights, powerful 
Partner Events, and the headlining National Climate Emergency Summit; the Climate Program 
was curated to present inspiring and thought provoking events of all shapes and sizes. The 
result was a compelling showcase of how Event Partners’ local efforts, action areas, and passion 
projects can be dialed up to contribute to an emergency response and the transition to a safe 
climate future. Key themes that emerged within the program included:

CLIMATE SCIENCE & EDUCATION

Climate change impacts, risks & projections, 
tipping points, conservation, biodiversity

SOLUTIONS & INNOVATION

Renewable energy, negative  
emissions design, drawdown, research, 
sustainable development

CLIMATE ACTIVISM

Mobilisation, campaigning,  
communications & media, direct action, 
community engagement

SAFE CLIMATE STRATEGY
Politics, economy, climate justice &  
equity, policymaking, industry leadership, 
mitigation & resilience

Anika Molesworth shares her experiences 
as a young farmer on the climate frontline
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Another standout feature this year was the 
SLF Pop-Up Series at Queen Victoria Market. 
Running throughout the whole month, the 
Sustainability Pop-Up Series brought the 
message of sustainability to new audiences, 
expanding the reach of the Festival and allowing 
local sustainable businesses and organisations to 
connect with new customers or supporters in a 
high-traffic central location. 

The series presented a diverse and highly interactive range 
of events and activities to help the community discover new 
ways to integrate sustainable alternatives and solutions into 
their everyday lives. The event line-up included:

SUSTAINABILITY 
POP-UP SERIES 
@ QVM
65%  
NEW 
AUDIENCES 
ENGAGED 
IN QVM 
ACTIVATIONS

FESTIVAL
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SEW IT
A skills-sharing workshop to help 
audiences learn to love their clothes 
longer, plus lessons on how to 
make produce bags from scrap 
fabric, cutlery wraps, and other 
clever ideas.

PRECIOUS PLASTIC
Through interactive demonstrations, 
using their innovative recycling 
machine, Precious Plastic (Monash) 
taught audiences about tackling 
plastic pollution with creativity. 

POP-UP  
SUSTAINABILITY MARKET
From sustainable construction 
and design to upcycled artworks 
and permaculture - a showcase of 
the diverse sustainability-focused 
businesses and organisations that are 
growing and thriving in Melbourne.

COMPOST CONVOS
An interactive composting 
information hub sharing tips for all 
experience levels and encouraging 
visitors to consider their food waste 
at the point of purchase.

WASTE NOT
Part art installation, part zero-
waste workshop - crowds watched 
local artist Les Futo create one of 
his large-scale plastic waste art 
pieces while Zero Waste Victoria 
led conversations about minimising 
waste through simple swaps at home, 
when shopping, and in everyday life.

SLF REPAIR CAFÉ
A free repair cafe - inviting visitors 
to bring along items from jewellery 
to electronics to woodworks to 
be repaired, rather than going to 
landfill, and leave with basic repair 
skills for the future.
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NATIONAL 
CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY 
SUMMIT

FESTIVAL
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In response to the escalating climate emergency, this year’s Festival aimed to 
amplify the social and political momentum towards urgent action - highlighted 
by close to 1500 formal declarations of climate emergency by governments 
around the world. 

The 2020 Headline Event, the National 
Climate Emergency Summit, packed out 
Melbourne Town Hall on 14 & 15 February 
and brought expert practitioners, local 
governments, climate scientists, community 
organisations, industry innovators, youth 
leaders, climate action groups, and 
advocates together on a public stage. This 
unprecedented event invited Australia’s 
changemakers to initiate the critical 
conversation of how to progress climate 
action “beyond the declarations” and begin 
to explore what an emergency response could 
look like at local, national, and global levels.

The Summit convened delegates from many 
of the over 70 Australian governments 
that have declared a climate emergency in 
their jurisdictions, along with hundreds of 
representatives from across the private, civil, 
and NGO sectors, and over 1000 members 
of the public. The Summit’s program of panel 
discussions, keynote presentations, breakout 
sessions and workshops tackled pressing 
issues spanning the political, economic, 
technical, and social change dimensions of 
a rapid, full-scale transition to a safe climate 
economy and invited everyone involved to be 
part of shaping that transition.

Hundreds of people fill 
the Melbourne Town Hall

11SLF.ORG.AU



INSPIRING SPEAKERS

From politicians to practitioners and youth activists to high- 
profile advocates, the Summit presented 100 speakers who 
are driving forces for climate research and urgent action 
in their industries and communities. Some of the highly 
anticipated names to take the stage were Peter Garrett, Zali 
Steggall, Adam Bandt, Kerry O’Brien, Clover Moore, Rebecca 
Huntley, John Hewson, Ali Moore, Carmen Lawrence, Greg 
Mullins, Nyadol Nyuon, Tim Costello, youth activist Jean 
Hinchliffe and international speakers Michael Mann and 
Margaret Klein Salamon.

LEADING EDGE RESEARCH & CONTENT

The Summit Program delved into the different facets of what 
would be required for a country to achieve a safe and just 
climate emergency transition. According to audiences, some 
of the most impactful sessions included: Stand Up Leadership, 
How to Reverse Global Warming - Parts 1 & 2, Mobilising 
Across the Divide, and This is Not A Drill.

POWERFUL OUTCOMES

Students from across Victoria collaborated to create roadmaps 
for getting their schools to declare a climate emergency 
and accelerate climate action in their communities. Over 
150 delegates from 77 local and state governments, 
which represent 30% of Australia’s population, made new 
commitments to cut across political lines and create a  
network that can rapidly collaborate and collectively  
advocate in response to the climate emergency. The Summit 
also ended with a new declaration, initiated by a group of 
Summit speakers, calling for an updated approach to climate 
action that can match the scale and speed of climate change 
threat. This declaration continues to gain signatories from 
across the country

BEYOND THE 
DECLARATIONS
A SUMMIT TO SHAPE AUSTRALIA’S  
CLIMATE EMERGENCY TRANSITION

Nyadol Nyuon presents in Justice 
& Rights in the Emergency

A panel of thought leaders in 
This Is Not A Drill 

Youth activists lead the Students 
Declare workshop
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EXTENDED REACH

The overwhelming level of response and support that the 
Summit received served to demonstrate the importance of 
SLF sharing the information and outcomes from the Summit 
as widely as possible. With this in mind, a free live stream 
of the Summit was made available worldwide, attracting 
additional audience members, providing an emissions-free 
way to engage, and creating lasting online resources for the 
movement.

PROGRAM

ENGAGEMENT

33

2500+

362+

PLENARIES, BREAKOUTS, WORKSHOPS 
& SPECIAL EVENTS

SUMMIT ATTENDEES

LOCAL GOVERNMENT DELEGATES 
FROM ACROSS AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIAN & INTERNATIONAL 
THOUGHT LEADERS

LIVE STREAM ONLINE VIEWING

SUMMIT DECLARATION SIGNATORIES

101

5500+

3280+

Live streaming the Main Stage action
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The global campaign to declare climate emergency represents the most 
significant series of events for climate action in recent years. After formal 
declarations started in Australia in 2016 with SLF’s support, the movement 
has gained worldwide recognition and acceptance and reached over 1480 
government jurisdictions, serving over 800 million citizens, in 30 countries. It 
calls for accelerating meaningful action from all levels of government, as well as 
businesses and industries, and for people from across the political spectrum to 
engage with the challenge of restoring a safe climate. 

More than a headline, a declaration sets 
precedent for prioritising a resolution of the 
crisis within an organisation’s policies and 
practices. The use of the term “emergency” 
is a way of signalling the need to go beyond 
reform-as-usual. After the City of Melbourne 
made it’s official declaration in 2019, the 
Festival’s close connection to the movement 
worked to further highlight our community’s 
commitment to climate safety.

From connecting with First Nations 
communities on the frontline of climate 
impacts to unpacking the health emergency 
associated with climate to showcasing 
climate leadership in professional bodies, this 
year’s Event Program focused on producing 
and promoting events that acknowledged 
the climate emergency and explored how 
different organisations, communities, and 
industries could strengthen efforts and scale 
up commitments in response.

NOT REFORM- 
AS-USUAL 
GROWTH OF THE CLIMATE  
EMERGENCY MOVEMENT
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After formal declarations of 
climate emergency began 
in Australia in 2016, the 
impact and influence of this 
movement has escalated 
exponentially and led the 
campaign to become a 
global call to action.

CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY 
DECLARATIONS

2019

2018

2017

2016

1498 30 820M
DECLARATIONS COUNTRIES TOTAL POPULATION

World leading scientist, Michael E Mann 
speaks to a packed Melbourne Town Hall

Festival audiences responding to the 
calls for climate emergency level action
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Florence from Pacific Climate Warriors shares a traditional 
dance performance with Climate Program audiences
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SLF is committed to using its platform  
to amplify indigenous voices in the 
climate and sustainability movement 
and increase public understanding of 
the connection between Australia’s 
indigenous history and culture and 
sustaining a healthy environment. 

In 2020, SLF collaborated with Indigenous 
organisations and heritage programs 
including, among others, SEED Indigenous 
Youth Climate Network, Pacific Climate 
Warriors (Kulin Nation), Victorian Traditional 
Owner Land Justice Group, the Royal Botanic 
Garden Aboriginal Heritage Program, 
Firesticks Alliance Indigenous Corporation, 
and the Moondani Balluk Institute at Victoria 
University. These collaborations, and those 
with other Partners who championed First 
Nations voices, brought an empowering 
program to life that illuminated how our 
community can work to build solidarity 
within the environmental movement and 
learn from knowledge systems that sustained 
thriving relationships with Country for tens of 
thousands of years.

COMMUNITIES 
ON THE  
FRONTLINE
EMPOWERING CLIMATE ACTION  
WITH FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE

Gunditjmara and Tjapwurrung man, 
Christopher Jakobi, discusses climate justice

Lidia Thorpe lays out the crisis on country 
facing first nations people across Australia.
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NATIONAL  
PROFILE
The National Sustainable Living Festival is an event that engages not only a 
city but a nation with the themes of sustainability, positive change, and climate 
action. Each year SLF provides a platform for movers and shakers from across 
Australia to share their ideas, solutions, experiences and insights with diverse 
and engaged audiences. 

Peter Garrett, former Minister for Environment 
and high-profile environmental advocate, 
took part in the Festival Headliner event to 
help build support for a full scale climate 
emergency response strategy amongst new 
and eager audiences.

Inspiring student climate activists from 
Adelaide and Sydney joined their Melbourne 
counterparts in leading the Students Declare 
Climate Program Feature Workshop. 

Representatives from the ACT Government, 
Australia’s first territory government to declare 
a climate emergency, brought their brand of 
climate leadership to Festival discussions on 
the move toward a National declaration.

Rebecca Huntley, Costa Georgiadis, Damon 
Gameau, and Cate McQuillen contributed 
their communications expertise to events and 
talks that looked at “getting the message 
right” when it comes to the representation of 
climate issues in mainstream media.

A Climate Program Highlight Event, Health 
Emergency of Climate Change, convened 
leading health professionals from around 
the country to unpack the health impacts of 
climate change and explore the power and 
role of health organisations and practitioners 
in securing urgent climate action.

MP Zali Steggall & Peter Garrett share the 
stage to talk leadership at the National level
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Greg Mullins, Former NSW Fire and Rescue 
Commissioner urges Australians to take action
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CONNECTING 
WITH COUNCILS

In recent years, we’ve witnessed a large proportion of climate leadership 
coming from local governments, rather than State or Federal. The SLF 2020 
Program aimed to support and ramp up the actions of local councils, while 
encouraging them to call for the same from higher levels of government. 
The Festival presented opportunities for Local and State Government 
Representatives to network and participate in events and workshops designed 
to help identify common ground, explore collaboration opportunities, share 
best practices, and determine specific strategies for working together to tackle 
the climate emergency.

The team from Central Coast Council 
kicking goals for climate action
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LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS THAT PRESENTED AT  
OR PARTICIPATED IN FESTIVAL EVENTS INCLUDED:

ACT Government (State)

Adelaide City Council

Alexandrina Council

Ballarat City Council

Banyule City Council

Bass Coast Shire Council

Bayside City Council

Bellingen Shire Council

Benalla Rural City Council 

Borough Of Queenscliffe 

Brimbank City Council 

Byron Shire Council 

Campbelltown City Council 
(SA) 

Campbeltown City Council 
(NSW) 

Central Coast Council

Charles Sturt City Council

City of Adelaide

City of Darwin

City of Melbourne

City of Sydney

Colac Otway Shire Council

Darebin City Council

Fremantle City Council

Frankston City Council 

Gawler Town Council 

Glen Eira City Council 

Greater Bendigo City Council

Glen Innes Severn Shire 
Council

Greater Shepparton City 
Council

Hepburn Shire Council 

Holdfast Bay City Council

Hume City Council 

Indigo Shire Council

Knox City Council 

Light Regional Council 

Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council 

Manningham City Council

Maribyrnong City Council 

Maroondah City Council

Mitcham City Council

Mitchell Shire Moreland 

Monash City Council

Moreland City Council

Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Council

Mount Alexander Shire 
Council

Mount Barker District Council

Mundaring Shire Council

Nillumbik Shire Council

Noosa Shire Council 

Onkaparinga City Council

Port Adelaide Enfield City 
Council

Port Lincoln City Council

Port Phillip City Council

Randwick City Council 

Ryde City Council

South Gippsland Shire 
Council

Stonnington City Council

Surf Coast Shire Council

Tweed Shire Council 

Upper Hunter Shire Council 

Vincent City Council

Waverley Council 

Whitehorse City Council 

Whittlesea City Council

Wollongong City Council 

Wyndham City Council

Yarra City Council 

Yarra Ranges Council

PARTICIPATING COUNCIL ALLIANCES & ASSOCIATIONS:

C40

Cities Power Partnership

Climate Emergency Australia 
Network

Goulburn Broken Greenhouse 
Alliance (GBGA)

Gippsland Climate Change 
Network

ICLEI Oceania

Municipal Association of 
Victoria

Northern Alliance for 
Greenhouse Action (NAGA)

South East Councils Climate 
Change Alliance (SECCCA)

Western Australian Local 
Government Association 
(WALGA)
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As a major pillar of the world’s fossil fuel industry, and a leading economy in 
one of the world’s most climate-vulnerable regions, Australia sits at the heart 
of the climate change debate. Now at an inflection point in its approach to 
climate, energy, and security, it has the opportunity to set a global example  
of how a nation can achieve a safe and just climate emergency transition. 
Helping to facilitate increased international collaboration and cooperation to 
progress urgent climate action is a driver behind the production and curation  
of Festival Events.

Though the Festival always has a strong 
focus on demonstrating and celebrating local 
sustainability solutions and successes, climate 
change issues and the need to accelerate 
the uptake of sustainable living are global 
challenges. SLF acknowledges the importance 
of integrating international perspectives 
into the Festival Program to both present an 
opportunity for audiences to learn from other 
countries’ experiences and strengthen global 
connectivity within the movement. 

Presenting at both the National Climate 
Emergency Summit and other events in the 
Festival’s Feature Climate Program, world 
renowned American climate scientist, Michael 

Mann, delivered a “new climate reality check” 
to audiences and unpacked why climate 
tipping points are too risky to bet against. 

Margaret Klein Salamon, founder of New 
York-based advocacy group The Climate 
Mobilization, brought her transformative 
approach to activism to Festival events and 
shared how her organisation has worked to 
catalyse federal-level emergency action in 
her home country and how her background 
in clinical psychology underpins her climate 
campaign strategies. In conjunction with 
Salamon’s participation in the Festival, SLF 
also facilitated her nationwide speaking tour.

INTERNATIONAL 

Margaret Klein Salamon inspires 
audiences to face climate truth
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After more than 20 years of creative and compelling sustainability events, it’s 
clear that there is no shortage of innovators, changemakers, and sustainability 
educators right here in Melbourne and around Victoria. Each year, the 
Festival draws together our city’s wide-ranging talent and expertise in zero-
waste lifestyles, climate science and solutions, local leadership, activism and 
campaigning, strategy development and policymaking, research and sustainable 
technologies, industry innovation, art and performance, food sustainability, and 
community engagement. 

It is SLF policy to give preference to local 
presenters and potential Event Partners 
when curating the Festival Events Program. 
Recruiting and engaging with talent this 
way is one of the many sustainable event 
management best practices that the Festival 
upholds, as it reduces the travel emissions 
generated by event production. It also 
helps the Programming Team achieve their 
goal of presenting speakers and content 
that highlight opportunities for action and 
involvement that are immediately accessible 
to local audiences.

The Melbourne community was out in full 
force at this year’s Festival, demonstrating 
their commitment to sustainable living and 
urgent climate action. 

The Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Sally Capp, 
and City of Melbourne Councillor Cathy Oke 
opened the Festival Headline event with a 
look at the evolution of Melbourne’s climate 

policies and an acknowledgement that 
“strong, immediate action on climate change 
is necessary to protect our economy, our 
environment, and our way of life.”

Lidia Thorpe, the first Aboriginal woman to be 
elected to Victorian Parliament, led inspiring 
talks and panels about how we can go deeper 
in our understanding of First Nations people’s 
connection to Country in the face of the 
escalating climate emergency and apply that 
learning to shaping a just transition to a safe 
climate economy.

With a particular focus on Melbourne’s 
climate future, RMIT University also convened 
an expert group of Melbourne-based 
professors and urban researchers to discuss 
how we can shape our city’s transition and 
create equitable urban spaces that help to 
protect the environment and aim to mitigate 
the effects of climate change.

LOCAL TALENT

Feature climate emergency panel at M Pavilion
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“A VAST MAJORITY 
OF AUSTRALIANS 
RECOGNISE THAT 
STRONG, IMMEDIATE 
ACTION ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE IS NECESSARY 
TO PROTECT OUR 
ECONOMY, OUR 
ENVIRONMENT, AND 
OUR WAY OF LIFE.”
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- SALLY CAPP, LORD MAYOR OF MELBOURNE
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A sample of 597 respondents who attended various events throughout this 
year’s Festival was surveyed to collect the data represented below:

Festival visitors were asked with 
what gender they identify.

Festival visitors were asked 
to nominate their age range.

   FEMALE

   MALE

     GENDER NON-BINARY / DIVERSE

GENDER 
IDENTIFICATION

AGE

UNDER 18 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+

AUDIENCE 
PROFILE

29%

70%

4%

22%
18%

15% 15%

26%

1%
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Festival visitors were asked how 
they would rate their experience 
based on factors including 
quality of content, speakers, 
communication, and venue.

Festival visitors were asked 
their point of origin

   TOPS!    GOOD      SO, SO

LEVEL OF 
SATISFACTION

REGION OF 
RESIDENCE

CENTRAL MELBOURNE 7%

NORTHERN METRO 21%

EASTERN METRO 9%

SOUTHEASTERN METRO 8%

WESTERN METRO 7%

REGIONAL 19%

INTERSTATE 28%

INTERNATIONAL 1%*

93%

6% 1%

*SLF expects that international participation from international people was actually higher than this percentage reported. 
It seemed that many long-term visitors, such as international students, were reporting their point of origin as their current 
Melbourne address. For example, at one event at QVM, our volunteers spoke to international students from India, USA, UK, 
Germany, Uruguay and Denmark, but all of these respondents listed a metro Melbourne “region of residence.”

Climate Program audiences at MPavilion
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Festival visitors were asked 
if their experience at Festival 
had accelerated their uptake 
of sustainable living through 
providing a learning opportunity.

Visitors reporting having an educational 
experience at the Festival:

Visitors reporting plans to make specific changes in their 
day-to-day lives or get more involved with sustainability & 
climate action after attending a Festival Event:

      LEARNED 
SOMETHING NEW

    ALREADY FAMILIAR 
W/ CONTENT

      MAKING CHANGES & 
GETTING INVOLVED

     ALREADY VERY 
ENGAGED WITH 
SUSTAINABLE LIVING

SUSTAINABILITY 
EDUCATION & 
PRACTICE

92%

77.5%

8%

22.5%

Visitors were asked what they 
viewed as the most critical 
climate and sustainability issues 
that were covered at Festival 
Events. The top three most 
common responses aligned with 
the following:

TOP ISSUES 1

2

3

UNDERSTANDING AND ACTIVATING THE 
TYPE OF LEADERSHIP THAT IS NEEDED TO 
DRIVE A CLIMATE EMERGENCY TRANSITION 
IN AUSTRALIA AND AROUND THE WORLD.

CLIMATE SOLUTIONS THAT AIM TO REVERSE 
GLOBAL WARMING RATHER THAN ATTEMPT 
TO ADAPT.

COMMUNICATION & CAMPAIGNING 
STRATEGIES THAT CAN CROSS POLITICAL 
DIVIDES TO MOBILISE PEOPLE FOR URGENT 
CLIMATE ACTION.
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“I RUN THE SUSTAINABILITY 
PROJECTS AT THE 
AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM AND 
AM HELPING WITH THE 
CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY. 
THIS EVENT HAS GIVEN ME 
SO MANY IDEAS FOR HOW WE 
CAN ASSIST WITH PUBLIC 
EDUCATION ON NOT JUST 
CLIMATE CHANGE BUT ALSO 
THE SOLUTIONS.”
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The Festival has long been a successful 
platform for local businesses and organisations 
to showcase their sustainable products and 
initiatives and to be involved in the programming 
and production of Australia’s largest sustainability 
event. The format of this year’s Festival gave 
SLF the opportunity to engage with many new 
businesses through decentralising its Highlight 
Events and introducing the Climate Program.

Local businesses, NGOs, activists, and artists join the Festival 
as Event Partners, Programming Partners and Presenters for 
SLF Highlight Events, Sponsors and Promotional Partners, 
Exhibitors, Venue Partners, vendors and suppliers for Festival 
event production, and sustainable local food vendors who 
receive free promotion to the Festival’s visitors and database.

By working with such a wide range of organisations, the 
Festival is able to present a highly inclusive program with 
a diverse range of events and experiences that can attract 
an equally diverse audience. SLF’s careful selection of 
collaborators and suppliers also helps to uphold its emulable 
sustainable event management standards and practices.

SHOWCASING 
LOCAL BUSINESSES 
& CAMPAIGNS
400+  
UNIQUE 
ORGANISATIONS 
ENGAGED WITH 
THE FESTIVAL
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SNAPSHOT

280+

60

161

54
EVENT PARTNERS & EXHIBITORS

LOCAL SUPPLIERS & FOOD VENDORS

FESTIVAL COLLABORATORS

VENUES

SPONSORS & PROMOTIONAL PARTNERS

Local sustainable artisans, Aoracreo, showcase 
their unique plastic waste creations
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PROMOTIONS
SLF employs a range of online and traditional marketing channels to promote 
the Festival, its events, and its partners. With a focus on sustainable practices, 
Festival promotions concentrate on communications through online platforms, 
digital publications, radio, and television, and selects only sustainable printing 
services when creating its collateral. 

Beyond promoting SLF-produced Highlight 
and Headline Events, the Festival uses its 
considerable audience network and database 
to give Event Partners, venues, associated 
NGOs, and other collaborators a visibility 
boost and provides marketing support in the 
form of social media, EDMs, copywriting, print 
advertising, and the creation of graphic assets.

This year, the introduction of the Feature 
Climate Program was a notable promotional 
success, as its events generated high levels 
of mainstream media coverage. Getting 
messages about sustainability and climate 
action into the mainstream helps the Festival 
achieve its ongoing goal of connecting 
large audience numbers from across the 
political spectrum to those themes while 
highlighting Melbourne’s distinction as a City 
of Sustainability. 

The Festival had a number of other new 
developments in its promotion this year. 
A new media partnership with Guardian 
Australia helped take ticket sales beyond 
SLF’s expectations. The National Climate 
Emergency Summit Conducted a dedicated 
first press conference, which was delivered by 
key presenters, Peter Garrett, Ian Dunlop, and 
Michael Mann. SLF expanded its engagement 
with local and national radio by hosting 
events that integrated live radio broadcasts 
of the presentations and discussions - in 
addition to the multiple interviews given 
by different members of the Festival Team 
and network. This year’s Festival attracted 
the highest level of requests for media 
credentials, and volunteers with a keen 
interest in marketing and communications 
were on the ground at Highlight events as 
social media correspondents.

Summit press conference 
draws mass media attention
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4,871,847 $2,443,246

COMMUNICATIONS SNAPSHOT

Visitors were asked how they 
found out about the Festival.

    ONLINE 
PROMOTION

    PROMOTIONAL 
COLLATERAL

     WORD OF 
MOUTH/MOUSE

     TRADITIONAL 
MEDIA

PROMOTIONAL ENGAGEMENT

MEDIA REACH

TOP MEDIA OUTLETS

ONLINE REACH

MEDIA VALUE

55%
12%

30%
3%

GUARDIAN AUSTRALIA

DUMBO FEATHER

ABC RADIO NATIONAL

3CR

MSN

237,816

13,500+

135,440

30,800+
TOTAL WEBSITE SESSIONS

ENEWS SUBSCRIBERS

UNIQUE WEBSITE VISITORS

SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWERS
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VOLUNTEERS
WE’D LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS 
WHOSE HARD WORK AND DEDICATION ARE  
THE DRIVING FORCES BEHIND A SUCCESSFUL 
FESTIVAL EACH YEAR!

SLF’s Volunteer Program is one of the Festival’s core strengths and provides 
much more than a way to enhance the experience of Festival exhibitors 
and visitors. The rewarding positions the Festival offers give volunteers the 
opportunity to network with sustainability influencers across Victoria and  
take leadership roles in helping to shape the Festival’s program, production  
and promotions. 

Volunteers are drawn to the Festival for many 
reasons; while some are new to the city and 
want to make social and/or professional 
connections, others lead with their interest 
in sustainability and safe climate action and 
are keen to spread the message as widely 
as possible. Whether they’re assisting with 
event planning and production, sharpening 
their marketing and communications 
skills, or helping to manage events on the 
ground, Festival volunteers are able to build 
their personal networks and professional 
experience in the rapidly growing 
environment and sustainability sector. 

In the past, many volunteers have even used 
their Festival experience as a jumping off 
point to enter a career in this field. With 
climate and conservation work sure to be 
on the rise as Melbourne carries out its safe 
climate strategy, there has never been a 
better time to connect a potential new work 
force to businesses and initiatives.

Festival Volunteers help to pack 
out Melbourne Town Hall
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Festival Volunteers get ready to 
carry out audience research
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SUSTAINABLE 
EVENT 
MANAGEMENT
DEVELOPING & CHAMPIONING BEST  
PRACTICE FOR THE EVENTS INDUSTRY

As Australia’s largest and longest running 
sustainability event, “walking the talk” in terms 
of sustainable event production has always 
been one of the core tenets of the Festival. SLF 
adheres to rigorous sustainability best practice 
policies in its own operations and uses its 20+ 
years of experience producing sustainable events 
to work with Festival stakeholders in efforts to 
progress sustainable event delivery in Melbourne 
and beyond.

SLF encourages, and assists when requested, all 
stakeholders to work to meet the sustainability standard 
set by the Festival and maintain these practices beyond 
the Festival period as well. A great example of this is SLF’s 
work with Complete Colour Printing. Complete Colour has 
been associated with the Festival for over a decade now. 
They use eco-friendly dye and the company has invested 
heavily in solar panels to enable the business to run 
entirely on renewable solar energy. The company reports 
that it made this investment as a result of its partnership 
with the Festival.

Costa Georgiadis in form at The Great Local Lunch

Festival catering featured a delicious food 
rescued menu from local businesses committed 

to walking the talk, The Inconvenience Store.
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SUSTAINABILITY SNAPSHOT 

    PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT

    CAR/CARPOOL

     BIKE

     WALK

VISITOR TRANSPORT

SUSTAINABILITY MEASURES THE FESTIVAL 
TAKES AND PROMOTES TO OTHERS INCLUDE:

67%

18%

9%

6%

•  Selecting & promoting venues that use 100% 
renewable energy or accredited GreenPower 
/off-grid renewable energy supply

•  Energy efficiency measures in the production 
office and on-site at key Festival venues

•  Promotion of sustainable transport methods 
to Festival audiences, the production crew, 
and volunteers 

•  Use of composting toilets for outdoor events

•  Emphasising the use of digital marketing in 
Festival promotions to reduce paper use

•  Reminding Festival-goers to bring reusable 
water bottles to events and providing water 
stations where they can refill

•  Green and local procurement across all 
areas of event operations, catering and 
merchandise

•  Reviewing the sustainability of food vendors 
and serving only vegan/vegetarian food 
for volunteers, production staff, and catered 
events to reduce event emissions

•  Zero Waste Strategy - The Festival has 
long eliminated single-use products and 
disposable food packaging from its events 
and helps its Event Partners figure out 
strategies to do the same
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The Sustainable Living Festival attracts local, regional, interstate and 
international visitors to the City of Melbourne and State of Victoria. Audience 
survey results found that visitors spent an average of $139 on purchases related 
to attending the Festival. 

How did Festival visitors 
spend in Melbourne? The 
following percentages 
of attendees reported 
spending in the categories 
below. Please note, the 
majority reported multiple 
categories.

ESTIMATED IMPACT ON THE LOCAL ECONOMY

SPENDING 
BREAKDOWN 

ECONOMIC 
IMPACT

$6,950,000+

94%

83%

73%

32%

25%

10%

FOOD & BEVERAGE

TRANSPORT (INCLUDING 
PARKING & PETROL)

RETAIL SPENDING

FESTIVAL EVENT  
TICKET SALES

ACCOMMODATION

OTHER ENTERTAINMENT/
PERSONAL EXPENDITURE+

METHODOLOGY: The above economic impact report has been calculated using audience research and estimates of consumer 
spending for both program activities occurring within the City of Melbourne jurisdiction and the wider State of Victoria.
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Looking back at memories from the Festival, it’s clear that 2020 was the 
year that SLF shook things up. From introducing new Headline Events and 
programming streams, to collaborating with a host of new businesses and 
organisations. It’s been another huge Festival.  

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS

•  Accelerate the groundswell of support  
for climate emergency declarations  
and responses

•  Re-energising the climate content in the 
Festival Program and making space for 
discussions of urgency and critical issues

•  Reaching new audiences through 
activating new precincts and partnerships

•  Increasing collaborations with First Nations 
communities and organisations

•  Generating high levels of mainstream 
media coverage

•  Escalating local government engagement 
with emergency climate action

Reflecting on our team’s experience bringing this year’s Festival to life, and reviewing  
feedback from our audience members and Partners, SLF has identified a number of 
opportunities for growth.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH

•  Developing even more collaborative 
roadmapping and network building 
opportunities within the Climate Program

•  Working to increase the Festival’s visibility 
and brand recognition as we continue to 
activate new precincts

•  Deepening the Festival’s engagement with 
the disabled community - a sector that 
often reports feeling overlooked in the 
sustainability movement

•  Expanding the scope of SLF’s consultation 
work with local venues on their own 
sustainability practices 

•  Carrying on the heightened momentum  
of Climate emergency awareness and 
action achieved this year

REFLECTIONS 
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“THE WORLD IS 
SERIOUSLY LAGGING 
BEHIND WHAT NEEDS 
TO BE DONE, WE KNOW 
THAT BECAUSE THAT 
IS THE SCIENCE.“

- KERRY O’BRIEN
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OPERATIONS TEAM
Luke Taylor  Festival Director

Rosalie Maxted  Administration Manager

Andrea Kimbrell  Partnerships & Summit Operations Manager

Mohana Ananthanarayan  Production Assistant & Registration Coordinator

Jaimee van Kampen  Graphic Designer

Jenny McClaren  Graphic Designer

Evan Davies  Graphic Designer

Chris Grose  Video Production

Sarah Jedrusiak  Pop-Up Series Coordinator & Exhibitor Sales

Olive Gilbert  Volunteer Coordinator

Eliza Warne  Assistant Volunteer Coordinator

Carolyn Brush  Hospitality Coordinator & Operations Support

Satta van Daal  Operations Support

Benjamin Farbus  Summit Partner Lounge Coordinator

Dianne Falzon  Publicist

James Norman  Media Manager

PROGRAM TEAM
Sarah McConnell  Summit Program Manager

Kirsty Bishop-Fox  Pop-Up Series Program Coordinator

Claire Bredenoord  Climate Program Coordinator

Lauren Wraight  Climate Program Coordinator

Leia Alex  Open Access Program Coordinator

Felicity Grabkowski  Open Access Program Team - Instagram Correspondent

Heidi Knight  Open Access Program Team

Sophie Symmons  Summit Main Stage Manager

Tayla Davison-Armao  Summit Green Room Coordinator

Alexandra Faure  Summit Breakout Coordinator

Lilly Galei  Summit Breakout Coordinator

Prashun Thipaiah  Summit Breakout Coordinator

Veronica Ward  Summit Breakout Coordinator

Alesha Younghusband  Capitol Theatre Coordinator

Shian Lee  Venue Research & Outreach

PHOTOGRAPHY
Julian Meehan, Gerard Hynes, Leanne McKnoulty, Shakti Babbar

SLF COUNCIL 
Giselle Wilkinson, Peter Cock, Carolyn Brush, Adam Nassios, John Merory, Michael Staindl

FESTIVAL TEAM
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PRINCIPAL PARTNERS

PARTNERS

MAJOR PARTNERS

ASSOCIATE PARTNERS

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

SLF extends our deepest appreciation to all of our Partners for their incredible support 
in helping to create this treasured event. Some relationships now span more than two 
incredible decades, while others brought exciting new collaborations in 2020. We treasure our 
partnerships as much as the Festival itself and look forward to working with you all again.
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AN UNPRECEDENTED FESTIVAL
FOR AN UNPRECEDENTED YEAR


